III.

CAKTHAGINIAN WARS.   480-277 B. C.

BY 480 B. c. Carthage had acquired abundant territory in Africa, Spain,
Sicily, the islands of the Western Mediterranean, and beyond the Pillars of Her-
cules, Her main energies for over two centuries were devoted to the conquest
of Sicily, in which scheme she was vigorously opposed by Syracuse. Through
good and ill, Carthage ended by owning the western half of the island j and
during all this period she had repeated commercial treaties with Rome. It
was her hold on Sicily which finally brought on the Punic wars, the result of
Roman jealousy of her controlling influence so near the Italian peninsula.

BEFORE the beginning of the Sicilian wars, 480 B. c,, Car-
thage had won for herself a very substantial footing. She

Sicily.

had a large territory in Northern Africa; possessed Sardinia,
the Balearic Islands and some of the other smaller ones, a-
